Introduction
The census of peculation taken in In several publications attention has been paid to some underlying factors with regard to this development (Redfem 1986 , Choldin 1987 . Relevant for the topic under study here -post-censal surveys -are the public and parliamentary discussions on the privacy issue in relation to a census, in which pleas in favour of an absolute anonymity at taking a census are a central topic: data collection should take place without names and addresses. In this way -it was the argument -the privacy of the individual citizen would be guaranteed. Further Stadt, 1988 ). The following developments should be mentioned specifically:
• starting enumerations from the municipal population registers and their respective enlargements in content;
• more extensive exploitation of the municipal reporting with regard to vital events and changes of residence;
• conducting regularly large-scale sample surveys on the labour and housing market;
•^plication of methods to obtain estimates at the level of the total population;
• the accomplishment of an automated (and yearly (Redfem, 1986 the reporting of the relevant changes between the municipalities mutually and between a municipality and its clients (including the CBS). This reporting will take place by means of an electronic network. The implementation of the whole system has been planned to take place within a few years from now.
It is obvious that the automation of the municipal population register in a similar way as described by the MAP will give rise to further developments on the statistical field (Verhoef and van de Kaa, 1987 (Bethlehem, 1987 Synopsis of (planned) entiaeretlons from the ntunlclpal registers for revision purposes, 1971-1990 1971 
